PRODUCE A  SHORT LIST OF FAVOURITE SITES FOR READING.

In his articles “Where are the good Web Pages?” http://www.eastment.com/eval.html David Eastment wrote:

 But if you are looking for sites with anything like the coverage you would expect from an ELT course book, you’ll search in vain. Such sites simply don’t exist. […] In the interim, however, the teacher with Web access would do best not to waste her time trawling through “EFL-related pages”, but concentrate instead on exploiting authentic materials.

In searching for reading sites useful for my students I want to take his advice. I’ve personally experienced frequent disillusionment about promising sites that turned out to be poorly furnished with material I thought I would need for my students. Though this  mainly occurred for “grammar sites” it can be true also of sites containing reading material.

However visiting the Ohio University ESL web page: http://www.ohiou.edu/esl/english/reading.html 

I’ve been pleasantly surprised. I’ll review this site more thoroughly later on 

In tackling this task I have wondered WHY I want to deal with electronic material instead of paper material.

· On-line material is authentic.

· Choosing on-line material involves students decisions.

· It may be more motivating either for the chosen topic or for the medium.

· It may be linked to other task based activities giving students a real purpose for completing subject related (English) assignments.

· It provides ss with computer/web skills which may be useful for their work inside and outside school . 

 [….. For students intending to complete further study, using the Internet for research is increasingly becoming important., thus this activity which links improving language skills with learning Internet skills is especially relevant to them because it builds on their Internet skills and introduces them to researching on the Web] from: “Treasure Hunts- A Treasure of an Activity for Students Learning English” by Ian Brown in The Internet  TESL Journal,  March 1999 at: http://www.aitech.ac.jp/~iteslj/Lessons/Brown-TreasureHunts.html
Unfortunately teaching a group of Italian students the advantage of co-operative learning as regards to the communicative benefits, which are evident in mixed nationality groups, are lost. In my experience it is almost impossible to make students talk in the target language for more than a couple of seconds. They may however be able to pool their knowledge and enhance peer correction as they work together. In this respect the teacher has a central role to play. S/he is the one who has to direct students –pairs or small groups of threes- so that every one takes an active part in the task and to encourage them to swap roles in order to avoid situations in which only one (more likely the “best one”) carries out the assigned tasks.

TREASURE HUNTS

I want to use Treasure Hunts because:

· I want to develop my ss computer/internet skills to give them means which they will be able to use in other contexts.

· Treasure Hunts are useful exercises for developing scanning skills in a motivating way.

In order for these activities to be successful Brown (in the above-mentioned article) suggests the following:

1. A ninety minute period

2. A handout of the questions

3. Previous introduction to students of concepts like WWW, browser, web searching etc..

4. Careful pairing of ss so that pairs or threes are of mixed abilities both as for language and computing knowledge

5. Thorough explanation on the teacher’s part of the type of the activity, the benefits for the students and the expected outcomes. (I think I’ll copy the structure of your Instructions, Aims and Expecting Outcomes in the Merlin Task sheets)  

6. Discussion of the meaning of Treasure Hunts  and explanation of the linguistic goals

7. Monitoring of students’ progress throughout the activity.

I don’t think there’s need to re-invent the wheel, so I will not create a Treasure Hunt myself at least for the time being, but I’ll use some of those already created. Some good ones can be found at: http://www.aitech.ac.jp/~iteslj/th/  

To try your hand at writing Treasure Hunts  “The Internet TESL Journal” has a page  at: http://www.aitech.ac.jp/iteslj/th/project.html 

Reference: “Internet Treasure Hunts – A Treasure of an Activity for Students Learning English” Ian Brown, in The Internet TESL Journal  March 1999: http://www.aitech.ac.jp/~itesli/Lessons/Brown-TreasureHunts.html
NEWSPAPERS

“The newspaper is especially suited for skimming and scanning exercises, understanding vocabulary from context, separating fact from opinion and critical reading. And best of all, in doing such activities, students are simultaneously building knowledge of the world that they can almost immediately put to use. Unlike most language textbooks, this information builds from day to day—what is learned in reading a story today can be applied to an updated version of the same story tomorrow.” Taken from “Bankgog Post  -- Educational Services at: http://bangkokpost.net/educationtchintro.htm 

In my teaching I’ve always felt the urge for using authentic material in the classroom. Unfortunately living in a provincial town I had to go to the nearest main town in order to find English language newspapers and magazines. Even this solution had some drawbacks:

· The choice was limited: mainly British papers and American magazines (what if I wanted American papers and British magazines?).

· I had to pay myself for what I thought might be useful for school.

· I had to spend lots of time cutting, photocopying articles of interest to my students.

· Very low papers-students ratio (1 to 4/5).

E-papers are:

· Immediately available provided you have an internet connection.

· They are free.

You can: 

· Have access to older issues or you can search their database if you are looking for something in particular.

· Manipulate text by using cut and paste for having it ready in your favourite word processing program.

· Devise interesting  activities by asking students to report on developments of a chosen situation.

· Involve students in their own learning by asking them to chose the topic they want to investigate only by suggesting them to search the Newspaper site.

Oral presentation, then, is a sort of “natural” follow-up activity extremely useful in order to develop communication skills with an eye on body language as well.

The sites I’ve bookmarked for “News reading” are following:
1. BBC World Service at: http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice 

BBC World Service Learning English at:     http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/learningenglish/index/shtml 

2. Bangkok Post at: http://www.bangkokpost.net 

Bangkok Post --Educational Services at: http://www.bangkokpost.net/education/ 

3. CNN San Francisco at: http://cnnsf.com 

CNN San Francisco Learning Resources at: http://literacynet.org/cnnsf/  where an archive of news stories from the paper is held for educational purposes.

“Each module includes the full text of each story and interactive activities to test comprehension. The learner can choose to read the text, listen to the text, and view a short video clip of the story. Each module is designed for ease of use so the learner can use it independently. The instructor can also incorporate any story into class activities and lesson plans”

4. Thousands of Newspapers on the Net  at: http://www.onlinenewspapers.com 

· The  first three on-line newspapers can be used as a classroom resource of authentic material with  not learner abridged full -length texts, as well as a teachers resource of ready made material for young students with feature topics like football, computers, and culture. 

BBC Worldservice Learning English. 
· “Beyond the Postcard” giving information  about places in UK (very good for my students).

· “Learn it” offering students advice on learning strategies and study skills. 

Bangkok Post --Educational Services. Of particular interest the sections:

· “For students” giving students advice on how to improve their reading skills and vocabulary acquisition.
· “For teachers” offering teachers explanations and plans on how to best explore articles in the class and introduce new vocabulary in an interesting way.
The BBC site offers the possibility of listening to the reported news though the sound quality is not excellent.

CNN San Francisco Learning Resources where an archive of news stories from the paper is held for educational purposes.

· “Each module includes the full text of each story and interactive activities to test comprehension. The learner can choose to read the text, listen to the text, and view a short video clip of the story. Each module is designed for ease of use so the learner can use it independently. The instructor can also incorporate any story into class activities and lesson plans”(http://literacynet.org/cnnsf/).
·  Students can:

· Read the simplified text

· Read the full text

· Read the outline (which can help ss understand how writing is organized)

· Complete a series of comprehension and vocabulary exercises

· Try their hand at writing by giving opinions on the topic they’ve just read about.

· Listen to the story excerpt or to the full text.

· Watch a movie of related with the text

I’ve found the site extremely easy to navigate and very good for  false beginners to upper-intermediate (especially for the listening texts, which being spoken by Americans,  may result challenging for students).
· Thousand of Newspapers on the Net represents a sort of huge news-stand where one can chose the newspaper s/he wants of the Country of his/her choice. From an educational point of view this allows teachers and students to:

· Have access to different types of newspapers as regards to quality (tabloid and quality papers) and country.
· Compare the same news reported in papers of different countries detecting differences in mentality and approach.
1. Reference:
2. “Online Extensive Reading opportunities for Lower-Level learners of EFL/ESL” Schmidt, Ken (1999) TESL-EJ, Vol 4, No. 1, July 1999 at: 

      http://www.kyoto-su.ac.jp/information/tesl-ej/ej13/int.html 

3. “Some Possibilities for Using On-line Newspapers in the ESL Classroom” Krajka, Jarek The Internet TESL Journal

http://www.aitech.ac.jp/~iteslj/Techniques/Krajka-OnlineNews.html
4. “Teaching the English Newspaper Effectively” Kitao, Kenji  The Internet TESL Journal at: http://www.aitech.ac.jp/~iteslj/Lessons/Kitao-Newspaper.html 

FAIRY TALES AND FABLES
Fairy tales and fables may not be well suited to classes of adolescents but they can be used from time to time. All depends on the students’ interest and on the teacher’s skill in presenting them. I’ve not yet researched this topic but I’ve got a methodology book at home that I’ve NEVER used ( “Once Upon a Time” Using stories in the language classroom . Morgan, John and Rinvolucri, Mario Cambridge Handbooks for Language Teachers) also because I had difficulties in finding the whole texts in L2. This could be a good occasion to have a go with fairy tales and fables. A good collection of them in .txt can be found at:

gopher://ftp.std.com/11/obi/book/Fairy.Tales/Grimm  

They can easily be copied and pasted into Word and manipulated using the View menu of the program.
STORIES

The following site: http://www.eslcafe.com/search/Literature provides lots of links to electronic reading resources mainly aimed at non-native speakers. I found “Candelights Stories” at: http://www.CandlelightStories.com/KidsFlash.asp particularly suitable to my upper-elementary students with excellent audio and nice illustrations.

1. ESL/EFL STUDENTS’ SITES

2. http://www.rong-chang.com
The site contains lots of links for students and teachers alike. In searching the reading section I found the links dealing with American holidays (U.S. Holidays and Holidays in the U.S. ) interesting. Again texts can be cut, pasted and manipulated in a word-processing program.

The On-line Children’s stories leads to a variety of links collecting reading material for children, while clicking on the top-left corner of the page you’ll be able to access “The Children’s Literature Web Guide” containing lots of information about children’s literature, authors, publishers, as well as resources for teachers, parents, storytellers and  illustrators.

Of course this list is only a drop in the ocean of on-line resources for EFL students and teachers, certainly it’s not the best one, but we must remember that in teaching good materials and courses are the ones, which serve the ss’ purposes. I think that this could be a good starting point keeping in mind that my main objective is that of integrating ICT into my school curriculum

3. http://www.ohiou.edu/esl/english/reading.html 
The Ohio University site for ESL students is great. Of particular interest to me the “UVic Study Center: Reading - Interactive reading with comprehension, summarizing, and gap-filling activities; by level...” with comprehension, grammar and writing exercises from a beginner to an advanced level.

The site provides also lots of links for students and an interesting Reading Resources for Teachers section.

READY MADE LESSONS PLANS AT DIFFERENT LEVELS

Can be found at: http://www.English-To-Go.com/tolesson.htm . You can subscribe paying a fee and have access to the Archive of lessons plans.

